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T rouſe Ba ITA NXIA from her golden dreams, 
In which, alas ! ſhe thinks herſelf ſecure, 

Pleas'd with the phantom, viſionary joys, 

From all impending danger and alarm: 


To ſet each grand example in her view, 


Glory and conqueſt, and immortal fame ; 
To ſhew the Patriot what he ought to do, 
To aggrandize his name with laſting praiſe, 
And truly ſerve his country and his king; | 3 


Theſe are my themes: inſpire, O heav'nly muſef | [ ; 
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For property, for glory, and renown. 


And ever your peculiar excellence. 
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| ArtTzenp, DunvDas, a moment, from the page, 
re law, Muſtrious ſcience, lies obſeur de 
tricacies ſubtile and abſtruſ ; 
Till brought to light by your elab'rate eye, 

And, forc'd to own your genius, render'd plain 
And unperplex'd ; and hear a fimple muſe, 

(Not ſo the ſubje&) white her boſom glows 

With freedom, virtue, and BRITANRNIA's right; 
And warms her numbers with that patriot fire, 
Which plants heroic valour in the ſou] , 

And rouſes ALB1ox to exalted deeds, 

And actions worthy of her ancient name, 


Theſe all are yours; yet patronize the lays 
Which ſtrive with ardent and ambitious zeal, 
That not a Bairon ſhould poſſeſs them leſs. 


* 1 


And, O ! let candor plead the muſe's cauſe, 
That amiable and difſtinguiſh'd grace, 


Ever attendant on the noble mind, + e | 
True, ſhe's intruding on more weighty cares, 
And more important to the common-weal ; 
But can a generous tear, for Bur AIR ſhed, | | 
| Sunk . 


| CL £3 
Sunk in misfortunes ! can a fond eſſay : 
(Tho' impotent perhaps) to fire her ſons 
y With zeal once more to be themſelves, offend | 


eint in ſhameful lethargy and ſloth, 

In fatal pleaſures and fantaſtic ſchemes, ot 

Deluſive proſpects, and ignoble cares, ; 

Deſtructive of her native dignity ; 

Now ALB10N, once œconomiſt of time, 

Lets the fleet moments uſeleſs glide away, 

In childiſh, inſignificant affairs, 

Private debates, and animoſities, 

Without a thought how quick their motion ſpeeds ; 

Nor ſees the ſtorm thick-glooming o'er her head, | 

With horror and ſuſpended ruin fraught, 

Ready to burſt on her devoted iſles, 

And bury all her children in the grave: 

Falſely illuſtrious, and ſupinely great, 

Relying on the conqueſts ſhe has gain'd, 

That hame which courage and which wiſdom gare, 

Prudence in council, and ſucceſs in arms, 

In more diſtinguiſh'd, and in happier days: 

| As if the ſword of tyranny and pride, 

1 Determin'd hatred, and infurfate rage, 1 4 
; Would 


1 
| Would value what in former times the was, 
If now degen'rate, indolent, and weak. 
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So might the lion, when oppreſs'd with years, 
stiff ev'ry joint, enfeebl'd and decay'd ; 
' Boaſt to his ſavage foe his priſtine ſtrength, | 
| When life's young flood flow'd thro? his turgid veins, 
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3 2 | | Warm'd his ſwoln cheſt, and ev'ry ſinew ſtrung. : 
| þ 5 But will ſuch vaunting language now a 
| His arrogated conqueſts all no more ; 
| i | | When, ſo worn out, he ſcarcely can exert 
| 5 1 One ſmalleſt effort to aſſail the prey, 
1 Defenceleſs and obnoxious to his pawW? 155 : 
No; all this haughty rhetoric deſpis d 3 | 
Behold his fierce oppoſer, ev'ry vein 5 y 
Boiling in all the heat of youthful hlood, K 
Impatient and relentleſs ; each quick eye x 
Flaſhing the vivid flame, and rolling keen, Cl 
Pull him, impotent, to the ground, and ſeize I In 
His trembling breaſt, and tear his heart wax. Fri 
5 ; DIX | w 
FrANCE, haughty France, Europa's gen'ral bane, An 
That foe of juſtice and of liberty, _. An 
Puſh'd on by ſuperſtition's helliſh zeal, The 
| | | Ambi - Soo 


bi- 


Wo. 
Ambition's execrable thirſt for blood, 
And wild and frantic with deſpotic pow'r, 
Satanic, curſt, illegal, uncontroul'd ! 
Now on the plain draws up her hoſtile band, 


More num'rous not the ſand upon the ſhore, 


Or ſpangl'd orbs that glitter in the sky. 
Behold their length'ning columns march along, 
With arms and bucklers formidably bright, 
Compact and firm, and thirſting for revenge. 
See the bold horſe accouter'd for the fight, 
His rolling eye-balls ſparkling like the ſtars ; 
Champing the bit, and pawing up the ground, 
And ſweating briny dew from ev'ry pore ; 


While from his noſtrils ſtreams the ſmoaky fire, 


Keen and impatient for the bloody charge. 
Hear war's tumultuous accents, loud and ftrong, 
Clangor on clangor, horridly reſound, 

Inſpiring fury, butchery, and death, * 


From all the martial trumpet's brazen throats ; 


While hov'ring breezes catch the warlike airs, 
And waft them quick to ev'ry echo round, 


And moving on in flow progreſſive pace, 


The fiery tempeſts ſleeping in their wombs, 
Soon to awake, alas ! with dreadful burſt, 


And 
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That hell and fury could themſelves invent ? 


E161 
And ſweep mortiferous along the ranks, _ | | 


Tin mangl'd legions bite the purple earth ; 1 a 


The hoſtile cannon point their daring tubes. 


* 


Fon what are all theſe preparations made ? 
Why all this formidable apparatus? 
Theſe countleſs ſquadrons, clad in burniſh'd ſteel, 
And arm'd with ev'ry inſtrument of death, 
And each pernicious engine to deſtroy, 


*Gainſt thee, BRIT ANN 14 , empreſs of the iſles, 
And potent miſtreſs of the boundleſs flood; 

To rob thee of thy ſceptre and thy crown, 

Thine once with honour, glory, and applauſe ; 
Snatch from thy treaſures all their golden ſtore, 
Seize thy poſſeſſions, and deſtroy thy trade, 

The ſinews and the bulwarks of thy ſtate ; 
O'er-run thy colonies with ſword and fire, 
Thoſe parent fountains of ſubſtantial wealth, 
And chief ſupporters of thy name and throne ; 
And make them one wide, diſmal, barren waſte ; 
Or, which is juſt as bad, the hated ſeats 

Of arbitrary and tyrannic ſway, Fi 
Inglorious bondage, and oppreſſive chains, 
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And 


And curs'd enthuſiaſm's N rage, 

The horrid rights of devils and of Rome. nf | 
To ſlay thy children, O opprobrious deed! . f wie = 
Thy darling children, ah ! once how ſecure q 
Mangl'd with gaſhes, and deform'd with gore, 
Torn ev'ry limb from limb, and joint from joint, 
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Gaſping and groaning, ev'n before thy eyes 5 
Freedom and property for ever gone; 3 
Without which life's a burden and a pain ; ; 12 
Delufive ev ry ſcene of bliſs and joy. RE 
Curs'd, abject, grov'ling ſiay' ry in their place, 
That weighty ſhackle on th' aſpiring thought, 8 
Forbidding it to riſe and ſoar ſublime, 
Illuftriouſly ſuperior to her chain, | 
Scorning to crawl like her upon the ground 1 

The love of ev ry great and glorious deed, LY 
Each high- born ardor, and exalted heme, | | 
Which patriotiſm « can alone inſpire, — | 
And that heroic nobleneſs of ſoul, | 

Which liberty's diſtinguiſh'd vot'ries boaſt; 
Damp'd and deftroy'd, beneath the iron laſh | 
Of deſpotiſm, and ambitious pride, 

Fixt by no limits but unbounded rage t 


ry | O ra- 
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O rar, horrid, and deteſted times! 
Sad cataſtrophe, and deſtructive ills ! 
Which ever may the Gov of heav'n avert! 


Their gilded pendants flutt'ring in the wind; 
Alas! but too propitious to their hopes, 
Mann'd with the choiceſt flower of her youth, 
So many floating caſtles to the view. 
+ = See, expeditious, how they _ along, 
i Cutting the foaming billows in their courſe, 
And rending all the air with loud huzzas, 
And ſhouts anticipating ſpoils, and wreaths 
Wove by the conqu ring hand of victory, 
And plac'd, forſooth, upon their haughty brows ! 
All, all in haſte, thee, Bz1Tarn, to engage, 
And fink thy naval proweſs in the ſea. 
But blaſt, almighty Gop ! their bold deſign, 
Abortive all their beſt concerted ſchemes. 
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| Abject, and mean, in daſtard indolence, 
wm - . Jgnobly fetterd to each craving luſt, 
| | | 1 And loſt to vicious and illegal joys; 
i 
: 


From yonder port behold her fleets ſet ſail, 


WII L theſe not rouſe the lazy BRI TAIx, ſunk, 
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Deaf to the. tumult and the din of arm, 
And all the ſhocking bloody ſcenes of war? 


Sa might che ſailor on the maſt obey 40 
The ſluggiſh call of ſlumber's drowiſy voice, 
When frantic ſtorms rage in th' aerial ſpace, 
Plow up the deep, and mount the waves to z 8 
While univerſal horror glooms around, | EY 
And ſhrieks and groans aſſail the h ear: 
Or yonder hind might careleſsly indulge 
The indolent delights of ſlothful eaſe, 
Stretch'd all along upon. his lolling couch; 
And unconcern'dly caſt his eyes around, : 
While the bold thief, on blood and robb'ry bent, 
His thoughts more dark than-midnight's blackeſt gloomy | 
nvades the houſe, and loads himſelf with ſpoils, oF 
Behold him, ſeize the partyer of his life, EEE 

ith heart as hard and flinty as the rock, 
And ruthleſs plunge the dagger in her breaſt, 

ill death fits pallid on her quiv'ring lip, 
And trembling horrors ſhake her finking frame, 
Stare in her eyes, and ſwell her heaving lungs ; 

hile all the little infants ly around, 

ainly imploxing aid, with liſping tongues, _ 
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And rending all the air with loud huzzas, 


t 1 J 
O rFaTar, horrid, and deteſted times ! 
Sad cataſtrophe; and deſtructive ills ! 
Which ever may the Gov of heay'n avert! 


FroM yonder port behold her fleets ſet fail, 


Their gilded pendants flutt'ring in the wind ; 


Alas! but too propitious to their hopes, 
Mann'd with the choiceſt flower of her youth, 
So many floating caſtles to the view. 

See, expeditious, how they Sim along, 
Cutting the foaming billows in their cout 


eaths 
Wove by the conqu ring hand of victory, 

And plac'd, forſooth, upon their haughty brows ! 
All, all in haſte, thee, BziTain, to engage, 
And ſink thy naval proweſs in the ſea. 

But blaſt, almighty Gop ! their bold deſign, 
Abortive all their beſt concerted ſchemes. 


And ſhouts anticipating ſpoils, and 


WII I theſe not rouſe the lazy BxITAIx, ſunk; 


Abject, and mean, in daſtard indolence, 
Ignobly fetter d to each craving luſt, 
And boſ to vicious and illegal joys; 
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Deaf to che tumult and the din of arms, 3 : f 
And all the ſhocking bloody ſcenes of war r RAE - > -* 


Sa might the ſailor on the maſt obey | 
The ſluggiſh call of ſlumber's drowſy voice, 
When frantic ſtorms rage in th' aerial ſpace, 
Plow up the deep, and mount the waves to heav'ns. . 
While univerſal horror glooms around, 2 
And ſhrieks and groans aſſail the tortur d ear: 
Or yonder hind might careleſsly indulge 
The indolent delights of ſlothful eaſe, 
Stretch'd all along upon his lolling couch; 
And unconcern'dly. caſt his eyes around, 
While the bold chief, on blood and robb'r = Swi 
His thoughts more dark than midnight's blackeſt 2 
nvades the houſe, and loads himſelf with ſpoils, | 
Behold him ſcize the partyer of his life. 
ith heart as hard and flinty as the rock, 
And ruthleſs plunge the dagger in her breaſt, 

ill death fits pallid on her quiv' ring lip, 
And trembling horrors ſhake her ſinking frame, 
Stare in her eyes, and ſwell her heaving lungs; 
hile all the little infants ly around, 
ainly imploging aid, with liſping tongue, 
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From one whoſe ears, alas! no more imbibe 
The melting accents of their feeble prayers: 


Gaſping and welt' ring in their guiltleſs blood, 
Each milk-white neck mark'd with a hideous gaſh, 


A gaſh by more than ſavage fury giv'n ! 


Mrerninxs I ſee Parental Fondneſs come, 
Affection ſacred, heav'nly virtue, bred 
Within the brother's and the ſiſter's breaſt ; 
Conjugal Love, and Filial Piety, 


With Friendſhip's ardent wiſhes in the rear, 


Throbbing each breaſt, dejected ev'ry look, 

And tears of anguiſh burſting from their eyes. 
Methinks I ſee Abundance, wealthy fair, 
Content and ſatisfaction in her face; ; 

Bright Liberty, prime bleſſing of the ſkies, 

And Honour crown'd with everlaſting bays ; 
Proud Vidtory, f in ſhining armour clad, 

The conqu'ring ſquadrons following at her heel 3 


Loaded with ſpoils from vanquiſh'd nations won, 
And grandly ſet in her triumphal car, 

War's brazen trumps loud ſounding as ſhe moves; 
Extenſive trade, and commerce wafting home 
The rarities and wealth of foreign climes ; 


Ten 


el; 


on, 


Ves; 


Attended cloſe by her benignant train 


Eager and ardent with impatient zeal, ME WE? 1 


So out of ſeaſon and inglorious now; 
f 


F » * I, 

L 13 J 

Ten thouſand gallies plying hard their ar, 
Or ſpread their fails to catch the fav'ring oale 3 
While Peace, indulgent goddeſs, ſmiles around, 


Of native virtues, Joy, and flow'ry Eaſe, 
Gay laughing Beauty, lolling in her chair, | 
Tranquillity, and ſprightly ſocial Mirth, | 
Refin'd Amuſement, manly, elegant, ab | 
Secure Enjoyment, and delightful Cares, * | 
And all th' amazing prodigies of Art, Pe | 
And Science, noble and diſtinguiſh'd dame, | 
Whoſe ſearching eye creation ſcarce can bound. 
Methinks I hear them all, in one loud yoice, e 


Reproach BRITAMxIA, once for arms renown'd, . 
. ; Q yd > Fra , * 1 
Her negligence, ſecurity, and ſloth, | Had 


And call her fleeping ſons, to arms, to am; 9 "| 
Quick to engroſs the preſent precious hours, = ; 
Precious beyond what language can expreſs ; 1 y 
And bear the hardy troops upon the foe, 

Till death reigns bloody thro” their ſcatter'd ranks, 
And ſtrows the champain with their mangl'd ſlain; 25 — > 
Or fall with honour, and with glory crown'd, 1 
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Pour out their 1 at ev ry bleeding wound. 5 
And ſmiling in the anguiſh | of their pangs; | 


Amidſt the thickeſt of their adverſe foes, . 
For liberty, religion, and their Gov. 


ow] is the time, the continent in arms, 1 
And all Grnnania rang 'd in hoſtile files ; 
Each thing held dear by mortal man at ſtake, 
When P&rvuss1A's Lord, illuſtrious warrior, fam'd | 1 
For wiſdom, prudence, and experience ſage, | 
And dauntleſs intrepidity in fight; 5 7 
For each.exalted, high- -born excellence, | A 


> 


'That forms the. man, the hero, or the king! W 
When he entreats you, ardent in his cauſe, Te 
The common cauſe of freedom and of truth, W 
And all the glorious rights of human kind; | An 
To act as BIToxs ever have before, | | Ani 


Bravely determin'd, and magnanimous : EE. Dre 


To join his hardy vet'rans in the field, Unt 
The ſtouteſt, beſt- -diſciplin'd i in the world, Kee 


'Train'd, and accuſtom'd from their youth to arms q And 
Each ſoldier furniſh'd with a leader's ſkill, Till 
As capable to guide as to obey; | | 
To counteract the _ : 's defigns, 


Pz! 


8 l | | * | 
And turn the ſtorm of war upon theriſelves :: | | 
The chriſtian banner waving as they marc. | 
Never before in more momentous times 

Or with more critical importance big. } | 

Diſplay d, the pride and glory of our land. |. 

REL1G10N - bids the loud trumpet ſound; +. _ + 4 

To call th* embartl'd legions to the field, ner 
And charge th' tremendous inſtruments of war; 

The weighty cannon, mortar, and the bomb, 

And ev'ry other engine to lay waſte, 

With magazines of thunder and of death, 

To burſt exploſive on th' audacious foe, 

Who dares call forth the Britiſh chief to arms: 

And when ſhe,calls, ſhall not their terrors roar,” | © + 1 
And lay whole ranks expiring on the ground, \ | 
Drown'd in their blood; will not the thirky blades 1 
Unſheath its glitt'ring ſurface to the ſununn [ | 
Keen in the ſervice of its valiant lord, + [+ | 
And ftab th' nefarious murd'rers of his peace, 4 li 
Till ſtain - d and glutted with their hoſtile gore ? 1 

0 lf 
. W1LL not the ſhepherd, when the rabid wolf, 
q Inſidious, ſteals with cunning ſteps along, | 
2 Till 
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With raging fury's moſt invet'rate tooth, 
Seize on his throat, and drink his vital blood? 


, 83 
: _ [267 ] | 
Till reach'd the place, where, ſurik in balmy reſt. 
No danger dreaded, ſleeps the fleecy flock, -'  ./- - 
Only ſecur'd within a feeble fold, A e 
A weak defence from ſuch a butcher nik; 
Wil he not inſtant ſnatch the fatal tube, eic 
Within which ſleeps the thunderbolt of death, 
And at th' aſſaſſin aim deſtruction ſure, 
Till, ſcatter d round, his reeking brains appear? 
Or bid the maſtiff, train'd'to ſuch exploits, | 
And punctually obedient to his call, 


* 


And ſhall religion importune in vain, 
All, like-the adder, deaf to what ſhe ſays, 
Altho' perſuaſion dwells upon her tongue, 
Soft as the downy lap of flow'ry ſpring, 
When warm ambroſial zephyrs gently blow; 
And ſweet and melting as the liquid dew, 
Diſtilling, balmy, from the honey- comb! 
Tho' wiſdom, bright as yonder lambient ray, 
Which darts refulgent from the azure ſkies; 
And judgment deep as ocean's inmoſt flood; 
Experience ſage, and prudence learn'd from heavy n, The 


- 


. . - * 
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T I 
Mark and diſtinguiſh all he bids us do |; +1 7 77 
Religion, amiable, great and good! 
The voice, the am ful vice, of God below. 
Which ſaints and raptur d ſeraphima adore li! 


Wrar can inferior motives then affect. 
Since ſhe, the bright aſſemblage of them all,. \ 
The genuine offspring of th empyrean ſkies; - © -/ // 

Calls, nay entreats, but all; alas, in-vaink VV 

Honour and friendſhip; glory and renown, 

The tyes of gratitude and charity, | 1+ 

And ev'ry-tender feeling of the ſoul, 

Paternal, filial, and conjugal love; 

All ſurely then can no attraQtions boaſt, 

To claim regard, quite deſtitute of power | 

To influence the ſteely heart, eſtrang dd 3 

Sway'd by its paſſions, and voluptuous joys, 

Unraptur'd by ſublime rein ' d deſires. 

O melancholy, tho' notorious; truth + 

A truth how pregnant ſtill with foul diſgrace! 

Which dims the luſtre of the Bui Tris crown! 

And ſullies all the glory of the times! 

O could the muſe for ever hide the ſhame, + 

The flagrant ſhame, O Allo, of thy ies 
r 1:0 | Wipe 


— 8 / 


| V1 Þ 
Wipe off the deep-dy'd Aains of infamy, r,, -// 
Which future ages, bluſming to read o'er TS 
The faithful records of th” hiſtoric page, 1 
Will caſt upon thy-once illuſtrious thrne ! 


ATTEND, and hear their voices all unite, 
In language. how emphatic wtaocart 1. 2 ot 5 
While Cal EDONTA's tuneful bard on fire 
With liberty, with property, and fame, 
Thy trueſt honour, and intrinſic weal ; 
Attunes his numbers to the nobleſt themes, 
Themes which will raiſe and aggrandize his name, 


| Altho' obſcure his fortune and his birtn. Im 
Raad ei eint FA Ea 

WHILE 3 RE muſe's ſhrine 1 Al: 
Devoutly to implore their ſacred aid, Of 
{Pernicious fervor, and deſtructive zeal !) An 
To tune their tongues, and boſoms to inſpire- Dre 
For what? ilMtrious' champions to commence To 
In virtue's and religion's ſacred cauſee Imi 
To put the-ſhield, and brace. the buckler on- wn 
Of piety, of innocence, and trun : Ane 
And boldly take the field, on conqueſt bent. Lay 
* cotruption, 5 midi, } 4418494 wn. 


pr Thoſo || fir 


19 3 
Thoſe peſts and curs'd deſtroyers of . 
With all their impious diabolic crew)? . 
No, would to heav'n theſe were the 7 in . 
Behold them all their nobleſt-pow'rs exhauſt, 
Their wit, their judgment, memory, and ſenſe, 
(If ſenſe and judgment can to ſuch belongs); 
To the moſt ſordid and ignoble ends 
Pride, drunkenneſs and immorality. 
Thus adding, O unhappy, fatal turn! 
New fuel to the paſſion's head - ſtrong rage, 
And kindling up the embers of deſire; 
Impure defire, laſcivious, unconfin'd ; | 
Encouraging that principle in man, | 
Alas, but too predominant and ſtrong [ 
Of fatally indulging vice and fin, 
And giving all the ſoul to ſenſual joys; 
Dreſſing falſe pleaſure in her ſyren garb, 
To tempt the giddy crowd ; and ev'ry ſenſe | . 
Imbruting from its dignity divine [1 
While thus, I ſay, they proſtitute their muſe, 
And in wrong channels give their lays to flow, 
Lays firſt delign'd for his tranſcendent praiſe, 
Who fits enthron'd above the argent ſkies, 


Firm rectitude the baſis of his throne, 
C2 Wiſdom, 
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Wiſdom, and juftice, and omnipotence, 

The ſov'reign lord and ruler of the world ! © 
To ſhine illuſtrious in that man's applauſe, 
Whom fame the patriot and the hero calls ; 

His is the'praiſe, above ſuch grov ling ſtrains, 
To enter in the'glotious lift of thoſe 
Who fight for honour in their country's cauſe, 
That manly valour, and diſtinguiſh'd zeal, 
Which ſacred freedom loud from all demands, 
And ah, alas ! too urging are the themes, 

Too various the materials for his muſe ! 

O had his tongue ne'er learn'd its tuneful art, 
His glowing breaſt to burn with patriot fire; 
Since ſuch the ſubjects, manners, and the times f- 


Hai ScoT1an bard! the time is nobly hit, 
To wake the Bzx1T184 lion from his den, 
And rouſe the ſlumb'ring genius of our ifles, 
Now drooping in inglorious indolence, 
And loſt to ev'ry aggrandizing thought, 
Each tow'ring project, and tranſcendent ſcheme, 
And, all th' exalted greatneſs of the ſoul ; 
Terrific to © ppoſing legions once, 
Triumphant mid the uproar of the field; 


. 9 


np&- 


1 * 1 

Impetuous as the torrent's rapid flood, | 
Reſiſtleſs as the whirlwind's ſweeping blaſt, 
And flaming like the meteor in the ſoutl!n 


O Fox ſuch glorious, ſuch iMuſtrious days, 
Bright in the annals of antiquity, 
When wiſdom: counſel'd, and when valour gain & 
To keep the univerſal world in awe, 
And give ſweet peace the ſceptre and the word! 
Ere luxury, voluptuous glutton, reign'd, 


With pamper'd looks, and paunch with meats full eram'd, 


Roaring and ſwearing round the loaded' board, 
And belching out the fames of wine profuſe, 
Or vomiting its undigeſted tides ; 

A burden, and a nauſea to herſelf l 

Ere gaming and debauchery conſpir d, 

Thoſe native evils of th' infernal world, 
Monſters moſt fatal, loathſome, and impure; 
Thoſe whirlpools, ever gaſping and profound, - 
Of reputation, affluence, and health, 

And ev'ry godlike faculty of man, 

Our future proſpects, and immortal hopes: 

Ere theſe, with furious luſt and zeal conſpir d 
To ſpread a gen'ral madneſs thro the land, 


[ 22 ] 
A madneſs worſe than canine; to deform - ,, 
The native ſmiling beauty of the face, 
And take the roſy tincture from the cheek, 
Bi: And render ex ry feature ſunk and wan, 
| 1 | , - Abhor'd ev'n by their votaries themſelves. a 
| 4 f When temperance and honeſt thrift combin'd 
g | To ſond ſweet ſmiling plenty all abroad; 
h Each mouth with bread, each coffer fill'd with gold, 
Till ev ry hope and wil were fatisfy'd : - | 
150 Then thirſt of glory, and of high exploits, 
Fl Throb'd in each breaſt, and beat in ev'ry pulſe; | 
* | Ere bribery and faction had their birth, | 
1 And all the vile unjuſtifi ble arts 


. 
. ²˙wrw!! arti 


| Of foul corruption, and venality, 


Tranſcendent times !-for ever to be priz'd ! 
Ties ever deaf i pleaſure's fawning voice, Ar 
And to pernicious mean amuſements dead ! pu 
Pleaſure, which palls and ſatiates each ſenſe, | Ch 
And makes it blunt to ev'ry thing divine, WI 
Each reliſh of refin'd and ſacred Joys ; | 

And damps the noble genius in the foul, An 
Extinguiſhing the glow of patriot fire ; 110 
The love of liberty, and martial toils, | Am 
And ev'ry great and.daring enter priſe ; $656! BY | 
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8 
Which makes us deſpicable to the ſo e,, N r 
The objects of his ridicule and ſcorn; fs 
And ſinks our once-won trophies in the duſt ;.. -... 
Inſpiring cowardice, and daſtard fear, * 
Shock'd at the faulchion, or the cannon ball! 
Pleaſure, ſo ſoon as taſted, which conveys - 
A mortal poiſon to each tainted vein, Be 
And drys up ev'ry ſource of bloom and health 
Effeminates each faculty and power, 
And weakens all the vigour of the mind; 
Which lures us, like the ſyren, to deſtroy, | 
And puts us on the level with the beaſt:  _ Ee A 
Nay, infinitely. lower, reaſon weigh'd, F 
That ſpark of God himſelf (if not abus d, ; | To . 
Unproſtituted) in impartial ſcale! 1 | 


AMUSEMENTs which Icbaſe the — n 
And render i it unconſcious of deſires, 
Pure, elevated, noble, and ſublime; 
Chain down and ſhackle each aſpiring thought, 
Which otherways would ſoar above the ſkies, = ns 
Rais'd on the wing of ſome illuſtrious deed; 
And leave to ſwine their dunghills and their mire, . 1 : 
To children all their gewgaws and their 1 


e which allow the fleeting hours 28 
To 


— 
— as 


4 1 

. 38 To fly away, unnotic d, unperceiv d: WENT NN 

= With ſpeed accelerated us the winde. 

15 F i | Without one worthy thought of Gov ſupreme, © 
"TAY Oft ſaints, of angels, or of heav'nly things, © 

| | | Religion, virtue, friendſhip, « or of joys 

Lit Which only thoſe pure fouls above can taſte : 

| i N * Engroſs that corner in our breaſts, where love 

I Of property, of freedom, and of fame 1 

| Gain d in our country's cauſe, ſhould only dwell f 

O for chat evet-memorable time! = 

That time when BAIT AlN led her conqu" ring troops 

Thro' mighty empires, and thro' martial ſtates, 

4 Guided by wiſdom, and conſummate Kill, 

? And courted by ſucceſs and victory ; 

- By firm and dauntleſs reſolution ſteel'd, 


_ 


| 0 And all an fire with valour's nobleſt warmth z 
The ſotm of war, big with impending fate, | 


Wide-waſting, and devouring as they march; 
The ſtorm, the diſmal, formidable ſtorm, 


Pregnant with chunder, 2 ning, and with death! 


80 does the * mounted on the wing 


Of rapid ſpeed, ſwift as the darting beam ; 


And thick encompaſs'd 1 in impervious gloom, | i 
Gloom, 
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1 
Gloom, threatning, univerſal, low ring, vaſtzʒjʒ 
Ravage and devaſtate the country round, RD 
Tearing up mighty foreſts by the roots, 7 | 
And tumbling lofty ſtructures to the ground z 
Roaring horrific to the deafen'd.ear, 5 
And ſpreading deſolation all around, 
Where oer his dreadful ſweeping tarrors fly z- 
Ah, how deſtructive to th' aſtoniſn'd ſwain, - 
And all the finiſh'd Jabours of his naanjſg. 
Induſtrious hand, his flocks, his herds, and fields!  - 


And ſhall yon radiant monarch of the ſkies, 
Th' imperial ſun, irradiate the world, | 
Nor ever bring ſuch glorious days again z  - ' '- 
Days which ne'er flew away, but with a load 
Of honour and of fame upon their wings; 1 
Honour and fame loud in Bx1Tannxa's praiſe ! / 


THrzss once diſtinguiſh'd Rome, imperial place,; 
Where arts, and arms, and ſciences triumph'd, Fo | 
Beneath their bleſt auſpicious influence! : 

Her troops undaunted, hardy, diſciplin'd, 

Still bore the wreaths'of honour from the field,” . 

And conquer'd and ſubdu'd where'er they went. - 
3 | D | Princes ; 


2 [ 26 1 N 
Princes and kings, ſubmiſſive, own'd her pow'r; : 
Their crowns and ſceptres at her footſtool laid : 
And empires were ſubjected to her ſway. 

Her wiſdom, and her martial genius roſe, | 

In tow'ring reputation, to the ftars ; 

Fame, mounted on her {wifteſt pinion, ſpread 

Her glorious deeds, and high atchievements won, 
Where e're the ſan his radiant face reveal'd, 

And nations were ambitious in her praiſe, | 
Which ſhould applaud and aggrandize her moſt | 
But when the love of liberty expir'd, 

That ardent thirſt for honour and for fame, 
Which late immortaliz'd her deathleſs name, 
Quench'd by baſe pleaſures, and voluptuous joys z 
When juſtice, temp'rance, and ſobriety, 
Reſpe& and veneration for the gods; 
Wiſdom in ſenate, valour in the field, 

And all the arts of induſtry and peace, 
Flouriſh'd no more within her happy walls ; 
(Happy ere while, but miſerable now) 
Then all her glories totter'd to the ground, 
No more by worth and merit aſcertain'd ; 
Like ſome old crazy building undermin'd, 
Or tow'ring oak cut from its roots below, 


Cons. 


on? 


1. 71 
Conqueſt no more ſat on her waving creſt, 
And victory refign'd her abject ear. 
Effeminacy, cowardice and ſloch, 
Inglorious indolence, and eaſe ſupine; 
Tepidity, and narrowneſs of ſoul, 
Ignoble, groy'lidg wiſhes and deſires ; 
Envy, detraction, hatred, and revenge, 
Pernicious entertainments, childiſh, mean; 
Debauchery, corruption, malice, pride, 
Curs'd avarice, profuſion, and exceſs, 
Deceit, malevolence, and ſordid cares, 
Immoral practices and low-bred wit, 
Falſe puerile honour, and ſcurrility, 
Impiety, and rank abſurdities, 
othing exalted, gen'rous, or humane - 
Alas, Bx1TANN1A, too, too much thy caſe ! 
oo prevalent in thy abandon'd iſles ) | 


Spread like an inundation thro” her ſtreets, 

And ſunk her fame, opprobrious, in the duſt ; 

ever again to riſe on wing ſublime, 

\nd viſit ev'ry kingdom, ev'ry clime, 

Thoſe far remote, as thoſe more near at hand, 

rom the moſt diſtant Indies to the pole; 7 | 

mblaz'ning wide her glory as ſhe flies, 0 
| 5 D 2 Fox 


26 
Fon take à view of her degen' rate tate, 
A ſtate once famous 'thro' the then known world, 


For all that can a nation aggrandize, 


But now enſlav'd to papal tyranpy, 
Ambitious prieſtcraft, and to blinded zeal, 
Zeal ſuch as helliſh- ſuperſtition breeds, 
And curſt enthuſiaſm, bloody fiend ! 
Genius and ſcience has forſook her walls, 
Both once deli ghted to reſide with her; 
And ev'ry art, except that monſt'rous one, 
Of torturing and burning for the faith. 
No boſom now glows with the muſe's fire, 
Like that which warm'd a Virgil's raptur'd breaſt; 
Or him whom ſatyre has immortaliz'd i 
No Tully now, that wonder of mankind ! 


Shines in the ſenate, or with thund' ring Voice, 
Makes all the Capitol to ring aloud ; 


While in full ſwell of rapid eloquence, 

Manly and chaſte, his labour'd pleadings flow; 
And fix'd attention fits on ey” ry face, 
Liſt'ning with rapture, and with mute ſ urpriſe. 
No Cincinnatus, godlike at the plough, 

No Scipios now adorn her wretched climes. 
Each ſoul unconſcious of exalted thoughts, | 


Daring 


29 ] 
Daring empriſes, and illuſtrious deeds; 
Each arm unſtrung for war, and martial toils, 
And glory, fame and freedom all forgot; 
Not one thro? all her feeble ſtate exiſts, 
Worthy to repreſent the Roman name, 


The Roman name, in antient times renown'd! 


As wiſdom, and as virtue gain'd repute, 
So did her merit more illuſtrious ſhine, 
Whether at home, in cabinet, or camp; | 
And as their fatal oppoſites prevail'd, 

Her reputation dwindI'd more and more, 
Till ev'ry print and veſtige was defac'd, 
Of all her antient glory, and renown, | | bk 
Her wealth, her proweſs, and magnificence, 


So when the morning's roſy ſmiles appear, 
The ſun, in robes of rich dy d crimſon clad, | 
Comes forth, and caſts his op'ning ſplendors round, 
The ſhades diſperſt tumultuous in their courſe, 
Juſt in proportion to his ſcorching heat. 


By flow degrees he mounts the azure ſteep, 
His radiant viſage dazzling more and more; 
Till he, arriv'd at his meridian throne, 
In all the majeſty of light array'd, 


Lan 
Beams forth refulgent glory all around, 
Ten thouſand nations baſking in his rays, 
And finging loud for joy and vaſt delight, 


Bleſt with his kind and genial influence; 


And nature offers at his golden ſhrine, 
Unnumber'd births of various uſe and kind. 
Then as he gently leaves his height auguſt, 


His darting beams loſe their reſplendent force; 


And leſs and leſs attract the gazing eye, 

Till ev'ry gleam is loſt in night profound. 
This is a picture, Bai TAI, drawn for thee, 
Big with importance, and the weightieſt truths, 
Oh! had'ſt thou but the wiſdom to diſcern ! 
Did virtue, induſtry, and temperance 

Exalt her glory, and her fame ſo high 
Above the mightieſt potentates and kings, 
The envy and the wonder of the world? 

So. will they alſo aggrandize thy iſles, 
Encreaſe thy riches, and augment thy power, 
And ſend thy trade to the moſt diſtant ſhore : 
Render thy ſons, thy now effem'nate ſons, 
Illuftrious, and diſtinguiſn'd ev'ry where, 

For wiſdom, and for prudence in reſolves, 
Conduct and reſolution in the field. 


Did 


— ——— ov . 


X 
Pratt? -" - 

Did luxury, did idleneſs and ſloth, 2 {1 

Enervate and debaſe her martial race, 2 ( 19 

And fink her daring genius to the duſt, ; 8 

And bid her reputation tow'r no more ? f 1 

Such too, BxITANNIA, are the fatal ills, by 

Ills of the moſt abhorr'd, diſtrefing kind ; 

That ſhall o'erwhelm thy wretched, wretched fate, 

If characteriz d by vices ſach as thoſe ; | 

Sully that honour, and that great renown, 

Which all Euroea glori'd to beſtow ' 

On thee the ſov'reign arbitreſs of war, 

And queen imperial of the billow'd flood ; 

Caſt all thy boaſted trophies to the ground, 

And make thy very name itſelf extinct. 

Awake, O BRIT OR] hear the patriot call, * 

Which loudly importunes thee to be brave, 

And kindles up the ſoul to war and arms ! 

No object that attracts thy ſight around, 

But with expreflive eloquence entreats 

For property, for freedom, and for fame, 

The full exertion of thy nobleſt powers, 

And all that valour, all that might can do! 

Here ſtands a palace, proud in tow'ring height, 

Sublimely rais'd its ſummits in the airg 
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Did 1 


And all the proud magnificence of halls 


While pictures finiſh'd with a Raphael's ſkill, 


'Unrival'd, where proud grandeur fits ! methinks, 


1 32 J 

Built up the boaſt of ſome artiſicer, rr 
There laviſh'd all his genius and his are: 
Auguſt with pillars, cupola's, and ſpires 


And viſtas op' ning to tranſport the eye, 

The eye, which wanders, curious, up and e 
Loſt in the maze of rich variety: | 
While ornaments of ev'ry coſtly kind, 

What gold affords, what Indian filks ſupply, - 

Or ſtuffs wrought in the loom of niceſt frame; 
Large ſpacious chambers, worthy of a king, 

And lofty ceilings, thick with carv'd device; 


Seem to breath forth, and act as life inſpir” d: 
Demand, within, attention's cloſeſt view. _ 
This ftately edifice, this dome ſuperb, I 


Addreſſes thee in theſe emphatic words. 

Shalt thou, O Br1Toxn ! loll in ſlothful eaſe, 
Supinely careleſs, nor with valour fir'd, 

For conqueſt, and endanger'd liberty ; 

While the obdurate foe, with blood-ſhed ſtain'd, 
And unrelenting as the hungry wolf, 

Or trantic tyger, roaring for her young, 1800 
ts 8 S.tole 


. 
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T1) 
Lose by me daring handy pulls down my tow'rs; , 
h And tumbles all my-beauties-to the ground, 
In heaps of undiſtinguiſh'd-rubbiſh loſtf+— + ++) +1 1 
Or kindles up the flame's devouting rage 
My walls, auguſt, in ſmoaking ruins lad, 
Which oft have brav d the tempeſt's fierceſt ire, 
* And glitter'd in the ſun's refracted beame:: " 
| And turn d to aſhes all my lofty pride. l not of T 
Shall ſhack!'d ſlaves poſſeſs my ſpacious rooms? 
| Shall bloody tyrants dwelt beneath my roof, 
Fs Only delighted when with ſlaughter drunk; c 
And wading in the ſeas of human gore: 
Whoſe ears, with ſavage rapture, drink the found. ” 
(Inſatiate greed) of victims in deſpair modvyr o 
And anguiſh. grinning with convulſive pangs 2 
Shall ſuperſtition plan her impious ſcheines 
Black as that hell from whence DE have der in ** 
Prompted by unrelenting eruelty, 1 
And in the depths of ſubtle guile devis d., 
Envy, and malice, and ſatanic rag 
And executed by the ruthleſs wheel, 
The rep, the dungeon, or the W 1 
Within my ample and my princely walls ? 


NN ðhall 1 havghty, 2 pride, 
le hind? Suck 
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Such as attends ambition, head - ſtrong fiend, / 


That dare be great in freddom's filoriods causss 


And brave the terrors of her ſterneſt frown, 
Diſgrace my hoſpitable manſion? Shame! 


Shall ſycophdtits; ſhall butterflies; and fops, / 
Dreſs' d in their tinſel trappings ; ſhall buffoons, 
The frog, the garlick, brown- rea anger rc 
Debauch and revel in my facred halls, 


Sacred to virtue and to liberty ! - - 1 * 


Proud of the grandeur of my lordly dome, 
And boaſting all my ſumptuous furniture; 
Where once the hero and the patriot lodg'd, 
And he whom ſtill his country loud proclaimd 


Valiant as wiſe, and good and juft as both? 


Shall this, O ſlumb'ring Bx TON, be the caſe? 
Theſe fad misfortunes, theſe diſaſters come, 


The moſt afflictive AL BIiox can behold ? 


No, rather let thy heart's laſt drop be ſhed, b elt 


And in the fight thy ev'ry 2 ag 
With martial toil, and valour's laſt effay ; 
Let death, with all his freezing horrors, rade 
Stiff ning along, thro' all thy empty weld” 
And, intermitting, ſeize thy dying b. 


RR 


Staring 


And ev'n expiring in the very graſp 


LT 3%: 


Ere that unhappy period arrive. 


Of death itſelf, look terror on thy ſoe, 5 1 

Nobly ſuperior, in thy lateſt groan; 

And let his haughty barb rous fury know, 

What thou, would'ſt do, if life once more did brace 

Thy laxate fingw, and enſeebl d arm| 
Turxs lies the meadow's wide - extended plain, 

Clad with a carpet of the richeſt green, 

Wrought in Spring's ſofteſt loom; embroider d o er 

With laughing flow'rs of ev'ry ſcent and hue. 

Yonder the garden ſpreads her bluſhing plats, 

To drink the genial influence of the ſun. 

And the nutritious particles imbihe, 

That float about, ſuſpended in the air ; 

While liquid treaſures of delicious dew, 

With odours pregnant, and ambroſial ſweets, 

Tempt the induſtrious bee to load his wing, 

And bear the rifl'd fragrance to his cell, 


Trzx proudly ſtand the wood's majeſtic rows 
Of aſhes, beeches, limes, and oaks, and clms ; 
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Forming a ſhady edvert froni'the'fun, = 
When ſplendors, too, too dazzling to behold,” | 


a 1 
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Beam in full glory from his noon-day lamp: 


Clear thrilling trains of melting harmony, 


While the ſweet warbling linnet ſprightly ſings, - + 
And gay-plum'd goldfinch, quiv'ring every note, 


Or thruſh, or blackbird, eminent in ſong ; 

Or while the gentle Philomela pours 

From the cloſe umbrage, conſcious of her ſkill, 
Soft tender muſic in th enraptur'd ear, 
Unrival'd minſtrel of the vernal ſhade. 


Hezx glides the brook, in filver rills, along, 


Now ſmoothly lucid, o'er the ſandy bed, 
When not a murmur ftrikes the liſt'ning ear; 
Now purling, ſwifter, crofs the pebbly ſtrand, 
Gently declining to a fteep deſcent, 
Loquacious as it runs; now in a pool 
Collected, wide, pellucid, and profound ; 
While in its pearly boſom heav'n deſcends, 
Seen by reflection, ting'd with deepeſt blue; 


And trees and flow'ry buſhes, Tang'd along 
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Its graſſy margin, view themſelves anew, 
Still ev'ry leaf, or waving in the wind. 


MzTainxs each meadow, as T paſs along, 
Aſſumes a tongue, and thus expoſtulates : 
Ah ! ſhall my verdant glory be deform'd 
By purple tides of ſavage butchery, 
And the mad fury of the tyrant's hand ? 
Shall my fair offspring, theſe enamel'd flow'rs ! 
Drink the red ſtreams of human blood profuſe, 
Inſtead of lucid ſhowers from the ſkies, 
Or balmy dew born on the ev*ning's wing? 
Shall the gay ſwain, or lovely nymph, no more, 
When eaſtern bluſhes gild the mountain's top, 
Or when the ſun ſmiles from the glowing weſt ; 
Delight to walk along my laughing green, 
Cropping the daiſies bright with twinkling dew! 
Or gently trip my velvet down no more 
In the gay meaſures of the rural dance; 
Each boſom glowing with delight and love, 
Each face ſuffus'd with nature's fineſt bluſh, 
The bluſh of health, roſy as yonder morn ? 
Shall this pure ſtream, which, — flows, 


Where twice ten thouſand chryſtal 5 globules float, 
Dancing 
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Dancing and ſparkling in the lamhent beams, . 


Which burſt from yonder ſkies, crulean vault; A 
And where the hind oft took the healthful draught, C 
More healthful than the vine's nectareous juice, I 
While it, in gurgling rills, ſtole by my ſid em: N 
Shall it be ſwell'd with tides of floating gore, T 
And reck with tire ams of blood from thouſands lain? I I 
Shall theſe ſoft zaphyra, now, upon their wings, A 
Carrying the rich effluvias of the ſpring, - 1 
And breathing odours of the fragrant; bed ! | O 
Waft thro the air the ſtench of clatted corps, 

And loathſome vapours of corrupted wounds ? 

Shall yonder echo, vocal, now, with love, 1 
And grateful anthems of exalted praiſe, MT 
To heav'n's eternal ſoy'reign! and the ſongs, WA 
And melting ſtrains, repeating of the groves, © A 
Reſponfive, mellowing ev'ry tuneful note . 
Make all her hollow caverns loud reſoundg * H. 


With ſhouts of tumult, anguiſn, and deſpair, I. 


With ſhrieks of tortur'd, gaſping innocence, Int 

And groans, elapſiye from the parting ſoul ! = KY 

Reverberating ev'ry dreadful ſound, Noc 

Ta ſhock the ſtouteſt heart, and deafeſt ear ? "oo 

BRITON, ſhall theſe abhorrent ſcenes take place ? Af Fo 
. Theſe 
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1 39 1 
Theſe formidable and diſtreſing il 
And thou behold them with indiff rent eye: 
Cloſely embrac'd by ſlumber's folding arms, 
Intoxicated by her opiate draught? 
No, no; awake, for ſhamel aſſert the man, 
The man of xalour, and the patriot rm 
The hero and the Chriſtian, glorious names! 
And duteous ſubject to the. beſt of kings, 
That e 'er before on nature's ſtage appear d, 


Or ever ſat upon the Bx 11 Is RH throne 


SHALL none: of all theſe motives claim fegard, 
Theſe intereſting images deſcrib'd ; 
Theſe great incentives to illuſtrious deeds, 
And aQtions worthy of our priſtine name, 
And all the glory from our fires deriv'd ! 
Which the induftrious muſe, with ardent zeal, 
Has ſtrove to place, O Ba Ton, in thy view? 
There yet remains one moſt effectual way, 
Infallible as light to chaſe away 
The gloomy ſhades of night, or fire to warm; 
Go to thy God, low-bended on the knee 
Of penitential ſorrow, and concern, 
For paſt offences; and of purpoſe fixt, 
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ſol 
And ſteady reſolution; by his ad. r N 
To change thy manners for the time to come, 
Let this determination be ſincere, e 
And unaffected, in each BaiTtsH heart, 
And ALB10N ſtill ſnall triumph o'er her foes, 
And be th! unrival d miſtreſs of the world. 
And Ol to this what preſſing motives call, 
The muſe, in her next labour, ſhall declare. 


or 


Exp of THE FIRST Book... .A. » 
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BOOK II. 


EL L may the muſe in Cato's words exclaim, 
O liberty! O virtue! O my country! 

My country once the empreſs of the world, 

The nurſery of ſcienges and arts, 

And bright reſtorer of the golden age ! 

The native land of great and godlike men, 

No leſs for wiſdom and experience fam'd, 


Clear reaſoning, and judgment how profound 
In the iNuftrious ſenate ; than for ſouls | 
Bold, valiant, and magnanimous in fight; 
Infinitely ſuperior to toil, 
And all the hardſhips incident in war; 
When freedom, glory, and religion call'd ! 
My country grac'd (O memorable time, 
And deathleſs in the rolls of future fame!) 
F By 
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1421 
By Edwards, Marlboroughs, and by Henrys; 
By Ruſſels, Howards, Torringtons, and Drakes, 
Raleighs, and all the royal noble band 
Of ſenators, of ſtateſmen, and of kings, 
And worthies, dreſt in ſacerdotal robes ; 
Whoſe fame, whoſe worth and merit far tranſcend 
Whate'er in antient hiſtories is told, 
Or ev'n by poet's warmeſt fancy feign'd ; 
Of Sparta, Athens, Carthage, or of Rome! 


Diſtinguiſh'd wonders of the human race ! 


ſ 


O LIBERTY ! firlt of the gifts of heaven, 
Not to be purchas'd by Peruvian mines, 
By di'monds ſparkling on their native rock, 
Or all the coſtly treaſures of the eaſt ! 

For want of thee, life is a gewgaw toy, 

And ſcarcely worth th' ambition of a thought * 
A dream of bliſs, without one real taſe, 
One ſolid ſcene of rational delight, 

Calm ſatisfaction or ſubſtantial good! 

Thou art a bleſſing evermore held dear, 

While life itſelf and property are ſo, 

And ev'ry valu d good, by ALBION's ſes? 


8 


4. 


8 1 
A blefling bought, ev'n in the fields of death, | | 
Millions of heroes victims in thy cauſe ; 
And handed down, ſecure, from age to age. 
Tho! at the caſt of rivers of her blood, | 
Her richeſt blood, and mountains of her lain, | 
The nobleſt, beſt, and greateſt of her ſans ! 
O may'ſ thou be perpetuated ſtill, 
Down to the moſt remote poſterity ; 
Till yonder ſun emits his lateſt ray, 
And ſees thee the chief glory of her land, 
And richeſt gem in her imperial crown, 
The dread, as well as envy of the world! 


O viarvn | native ſeraph of the ſkies, 

The darling both of angels and of gods; 

Thy breaſt all mercy, gentleneſs, and love, 

Thy face ſuffuſed with a heav'nly ſmile, 

Roſy as yonder damaſk bluſhing 'morn! 

Thy train, contentment, innacence, and peace, 

Delightful tranſports, laſting, and ſerene, 

And pure, as thoſe above th' empyrean courts; 

Exalted thoughts, and contemplation, rais'd 

High on a car of fire, fleet as the wind, 

0 viſit nature, and explore each part 
1 Each 
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Tine 1 
Each paſon elevated and rend? 
Eſtrang' d to thee, ev'n liberty itſelf 
Cannot BRITANNIA's iſland aggrandize! 
Without thee, all the ſplendors of a crown, 


The palaces and ſtructures of the great, 


Embroider'd canopies, and golden roofs, 
Boundleſs eſtates, and coſtly banquets, weigh, 
Put in the balance, but the ſmalleſt grain; 

With indigence, obſcurity, and cots, 

Where humble ſwains, and ruſtic ſhepherds dwell 
Their beds a wholſome heap of chaff or ſtraw, 
Only perhaps the earth's expanded lap ; 

Their meat the homely produce of the ground, 
Fruits, herbs, and roots, their drink the gurgling fiream, 
And all their wiſhes center in a field ; 

Where thou reſid'ſt, till eminent in ſmiles ! 

For want of thee, now ev'ry Briton finks 
Beneath the chain of luxury and vice, 

(Inglorious chain, and wort of ſervitudes !) 

Nor ever thinks that he is bound at all; 

Tho' not a galley-ſlave that tuggs the oar, 


Tho! not a wretch that digs the quarry'd mine, 
In truth is more emphatically fo ! 


This is the malady, this the diſeaſe 


That 
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F 
That ſpreads its poiſon thro” his tainted veins; 
And quenches ev'ry ſpark of patriot fire, 
And breathes unuſual languor thro” his frame. 
Which blunts the ſenſe of honour and renown, 
And on his arm hangs, like a deadly weight, 
Forbidding it to ſtrike ſome glorious blow, 
Big with the birth of victory and fame ! 
While o'er our iſles the haughty foe triumphs, 


O'er Bxiroxs, free-born BxiToxs, Engliſhmen, } 4 
The ſubjects of their ridicule and taunt; = 
And all our vaſt poſſeſſions ly expos'd, | | | 
Our trade, our colonies and Indian wealth, (1 
To their rapacious villainy and greed. * ” 

am, For can the patriot muſe reſtrain her flight, 

Nor ftretch her pinions o'er the midland main, 

With all the ſpeed affection can ſupply, 

Love for her freedom, country, and her king ; 

To view the ravages of hoſtile Gaul, 

That drinker of the blood of human kind, 

In the new world, ſad feat of bloody war ? 

AMERICA, ah poor, unhappy place! 

The ſcene of ruthleſs butchery and death, 

Lawleſs ambition, and infuriate rage, 

And demoniac cruelty and pride ! 


[ 46. } 
Thy rich plantations levell'd with the ground, 
And all thy colonies ranſack'd, or burn'd 
To aſhes, in the mad devouring flame ! 
Thy ev'ry hill reſounding to the voice 
Of hardſhip, of oppreſſion, and of chains, 
Of piercing ſhrieks, and lamentable cries, 
From planters, and from families deſtroy d. 
Buſi'd ere while, in harmleſs induſtry, 
How to unprove their acres, and augment 
Their ſcanty treaſures with increaſe of wealth z 
Gaſping beneath the poniard's reeking point, 
Bloodthirſty, in their heaving boſoms furt; 
Or ſlaughter'd like the heifer in the tall, 
By the keen faulchion, or the ſealping knife, 
All ſtain'd and ſmoaking from their tepid brains; 
While ſkulls, diſſever'd arms, and limbs all torn, 
And mangl'd with huge gaſhes, firew'd around, 
And ftaring features, ghaſtly, and deform'd, 
Seem to cry out, Revenge ! Revenge ! Revenge 
Speedy revenge for complicated acts 
Of plunder, maſſacre, and blood and death, 
Lawleſs ambition, and inſatiate greed, 
All ſuch as ſtimulate the reſtleſs Gaul, 
That ſavage, obdurate, rapacious foe z 


That 
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That ſcourge of mankind for their daring crimes, 
And inftrament of God's tremendous wrath, 
And fiery indignation, burning hot 
Againſt the guilty nations ; he himſelf 
The loweſt ſunk in wickedneſs and guilt, 
And ev'ry ſin that damns an impious ſtate. 
And tho' the engine of his ire divine, 
By which it plays, and ſcatters ruin round, 
And horrid deſolation, towns entire 
And fruitful plains, one wide promiſcuous heap. 
Of graves, with carnage fill'd, and bloody corps, 
Juſt victims to their villainies and crimes, 
And curſt abominations; (to himſelf, 
The hated miniſter of plague, unknown) 
Mark'd for deſtruction, remed'leſs, and ſure, 
When full his cup, in the reſult of things, 
And executed all that heay'n decrees. 


JusT ſo the fox, that cruel, artful thief, 
(Roams from his den) impatient for his prey; 
And lyly enters where the well fed-cock, 
Full in his waving gaudy plumage dreſt, 

THY unrival'd monarch of the treaſur'd yard; 
With all his cackling fam'ly, rooting, ſit, 


ee 
Alas, not high enough to be ſecure ! . 


That 


And while they ſleep beneath their cov ring wingʒ, J 

No danger dreaded, no ferocions knave, 0 

Licking his lips with keenneſs to devour : E 

He ſeizes one by one the harmleſs fowls, | 7 

Feaſting delicious on their trembling limbs y 7T 

And tepid entrails panting as he tears. | 7 

© But when nigh gorg'd his greedy appetite, ly 

And all his teeth ſoak'd in the recent gore, N 

And half-chew'd morſels dropping from his jaw, A 

Now tir'd with cruſhing bones, and churning blood, S] 

The maſter of the houſe, ſtruck with the noiſe, V 

Shrill iſſuing from the ſqueaking victims ſeiz'd, T 

Well weeting what it means, and warn'd from heav'n; O 

Steals with à gun, or cudgel in his hand, Su 

Sofily along, tll caught the bloody thief 4 

Rioting amidſt a heap of broken j joints, : x 

Meets with a fate he erſt to thouſands gave ; Br 

Y Beat out his brains upon the ſpatter'd ground z Al 

| Or by the ball laid breathleſs, chok'd in gore. = 

! N An can the muſe behold theſe bleeding woes! A 

. Theſe ſad misfortunes and calamities 8 

| { Theſe overflowings of the bittereſt cup, s : an 
K 
7 


Wan 
N That &er before was drunk by human kinga 
| A cup, malignant, brought from Gallia's coaſt, 
Gallia, a name which rouſes ev'ry thought, 
Each formidable image in the breaſt,  . 
That dungeons and barbarity imply! 
7 The tender-hearted ſympathizing muſe, 
The muſe but intereſted too, too much 
Nor heave the deepeſt groan ſhe has in ſtore, 
Nor weep till all the fountains of her eyes, 
Are quite exhauſted of their briny floods ? 
Shall Engliſhmen, ſhall Bx1Tons view theſe ſcenes, 
With unaffected unimpaſſion'd eyes? 
The ſtones ſhall then, and things inanimate,, 
Cry out, and curſe their lazy daſtard ſouls, 
Supine indiff rence, and lethargic ſloth; 
And earth and ſkies brand with eternal ſhame, 


Their i ignominious and inglorious names. 


But O! if motives, and if arguments, 
All pregnant with perſuaſive eloquence; 
Can claim regard, and fire your icy ſouls, 
(For theſe again the muſe muſt once run O er,) 
A laudable and glorious thirſt for fame, 
(Such fame as angels would themſelves acquire, 
And think their moſt intrinſic honour wrought,) 
8 Gain'd 


| * 


L 


i | Gain'd in the cauſe of ev'ry valu'd good, |; 
| Truth, freedom, property, attractive names! $ A 
F f That cloſe attachment, and ſincere eſteem, v 
1 Affection, duty, and warm gratitude, C 
FT Which parents, friends, and dear relations claim, 
[ [ Our children, our poſſeſſions, nay our all * : 
7 | | Exert yourſelves, be reſolute and brave, 1 
ö And arm, and fight, and fall in their defence ! * 
4 Baniſh all party. ſpirit from your breaſts, A 
All ſelfiſh intereſts, and contracted views, By 
Private reſentments, and contentious ſtrife, Ir 
And all ambition, but to raiſe the ſtate. If 
Form one vaſt body, formidably great, 0 
Unanimous, collected in your ſelves. | 80 
Then France ſhall bend her {tiff and haughty neck, 8 D 
Low tumbl'd from her pinacle of pride, : | Ye 
And tow'ring mountain of preſumptuous hopes ; 3 0 
Submiſſively, beneath the Britiſh yoke, | At 
And rattle in your iron ſhackles bound. V; 
For while cabals, and factious fury reigns, Ne 
And ev'ry individual, ardent; ſtrives Af 
To aggrandize himſelf, and wealth acquire, Of 
Abſtracted, ah! from the community, Sh 
The gen'ral welfare, and utility; 


While 
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While vice prevails with domineering ſway, 


And filly, weak, and impious men bear rule ; 


As well you may expect to lift a rock 

With the ſlim texture of a ſpider's web, 

Or with a wafer dam the ocean in; 

As to ſubdue and triumph o'er your foes. 
Behold yon aggregate of ſand ; how deep, 
How ſolid, how compact, and firm it ſtands ! 
Mocking the frantic tempeſt's ſweeping blaſt, 
And all the tow'ring billows furious rage ! 
But if diſpers d upon the naked ſhore, 

In light ang circling eddies it aſcends, 


If but a breeze curls o'er the dimpling flood, 


Or gently moyes the current of the air, 
So BrxiTons, gen'rous Br1ToNs, if one ſoul, 
Determin'd and agreed, ſhall actuate 


Your daring breaſts, and ſwell your ſocial hopes; 


One common good and public int'reſt, built, 
And firm ſupported by true patriot zeal, 
Virtue, religion, and by liberty ; | 
Not all the proweſs of ten thouſand ſtates, 
Afembl'd legions, and confed'rate arms, 


Of Euroys join'd, (and much leſs France herſelf,) 


Shall e er prevail, or e'er your cauſe defeat. 
; G 2 
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] | But if by faction, and by party torn, A 
3h Domeſtic broils, and dire diſſentions, big . 81 
it With civil ruin, and inteſtine war:; 1484 
14 If diſunited and detach'd ; if men en e een e 
5 Of ſhallow intelle&s, and ſordid views, 61 D. 
And corrupt, mercenary, rotten hearts, _ Lt 
Sit at the helm, and touch the ſprings of ſtatez | A 
The weakeſt foe that draws the flaming blade, | N 
Or points the cannon, loaded to deſtroy, In 
Shall then o'erturn your ſquadrons in the field, By 
And conquer and triumph where'er they march; Fr 
Branding your arms with cowardice and ſhame. Cc 
Your very councils ſhall defeat themſelves, C: 
Your {kill and wiſdom turn'd to fooliſhneſs, KI 
And all your expeditions plann'd in vain, k Ne 
O! then, let unanimity inſpire, | Ar 
Mutual agreement, and ſtrict amity/ | V: 
Your various councils, projects, and reſolves. Tc 
: Dare to aſſert yourſelves ; Bx1Toxs, once more, | Ti 
Act as you ever, ever did before An 
Then ſome bold ſcheme, with {kill and wiſdom ſtampt, Sh 
Big with importance and deciſive fate, | (8 
Eminently productive of the good, Oc 


The general good of ALB1on's happy ifles, - An 
| | And 
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And fraught with glory and immortal praiſe, 
Shall crown your arms, and victory inſure, 
Surprize all EuRoPE and conſume your foes ! 
France then ſhall own your all- ſubduing ſword, 
Depreſs'd her vaunting genius to the earth, 
Late domineering, turbulent and wild ; 
And all her offspring humbl'd in the duſt ; 
No more deſtructive quarrels to foment, 
Increaſe chagrin, and umbrages augment, 
By emiſſaries and incendiaries, ſprung 
From the profoundeſt gulphs of hell itſelf, 
Corruption, and curſt bribery, (O gold, 
Canſt thou to ſerve ſuch monſtrous ends deſcend !) 
Knav'ry, detraction, perjury, and lies. 
No more to bluſter with vain arrogance, 
And challenge all Euxoræ to the field ; 
Vague rhodomontades, impotent as bold! 
To aggravate affronts like molehills ſmall, 
Till they aſſume the mountain's daring height, 
And ſet confed'rate princes by the ears, 
She ſmiling, horrid, like a fiend, to ſee 
(Herſelf the cauſe, the curſt malignant cauſe,) 
Oceans of blood pour o'er the hoſtile field, 
And hills of mangl'd carcaſes ariſe ; 
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14 1 
Sculls, arms, and legs, and brains, and bowels pil'd © - 
In one promiſcuous, reeking, diſmal heap ! 

"TO ſee whole countries made one barren waſte, 
Depopulated of inhabitants ; 
Pale deſolation haunting ev'ry place, 

Horror, and gloom, and famine in her looks; 
Only delighted in the trackleſs wild, 
Sonorous to the ſavage as he roams, 
And wounds the ear with his appalling roar ; 
Or ſtalking in the mountain's keen-air'd top, 
Crown'd with eternal froſts and pinching colds, 
And white all o'er in robes of fleecy ſnow ; 

| Toads, aſps, and ſerpents her continual food, 
Or poiſon gather'd from the noxious weed; 
Her drink the recent blood of victims ſlain, 
Her bed the ſummit of the pointed rock, 
Where rainy boiſt'rous ſtorms, inceſſant, roar, 
And huge deep mountain billows laſh and ſpurn! 
Sad deſolation, only then beſt pleas'd, 
When heard the groans of torment and deſpair, 
The yells and howlings of infernal fiends, 
And ſcreams, and ſhrieks of ſpectres, and of ghoſts. 
The icy whiſtlings of the ſhiv'ring breeze, 
And noiſe of owls, of ravens, and of bats ! 


Bleſt 


. 
Bleſt to ftride o'er the churchyard's lonely walks, 
Midſt tombs, and graves, and gloomy ſepulchres ; 
Charm'd to converſe with coffins, ſhrouds, and bones; 
The ruin'd building, and the empty ftreet, 
And read the monumental characters 


Here lies 
This is a monſter France delights to ſend 


Among the nations, if herſelf ſecure, 


And cover'd with her mantle of diſguiſe, 
And guilty cloak of purple villainy ; 
Carnage wide waſting with her ſword before, 
Wading up to the knee in blood and gore, 
Or mounting piles of ſlaughter'd bodies rais'd'! 
So looks the wolf, with wild delight inſpir'd, 
When he forſook the deſart's rueful ſhades, 
Stands, ſternly proud, triumphant in the fold ; 
The guiltleſs flock, lanigerous, around, 
Some breathleſs cruelly mangl'd and deform'd ; 
Others in all the agonies of pain, : 
Bleeding, and panting, groaning, and expiring, 
Perhaps, below his paw's relentleſs grip, 
Nigh tired out, and blunt with butchery ; 
Or feebly bleating for the ſhepherd's aid, 
The ſhepherd's aid, ah, now, alas! in vain! 

| Melts 


ase! 

Mlelts not each heart with pity and concern? 
And weeps not ev'ry eye ev'n tears of blood ? 
Can ſuch a fight the ſhock'd attention fix, | 

Nor ev'ry breaſt heave with convulſive grief? 


. 
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AND, BRIToxs, want you arguments to prove, 


The abſolute neceſſity to join 

In harmony and concord, to repel 

Invading might, and ſwell the brazen trump, 
With perſevering valour's nobleſt note ; 

That fires the ſoul to wake defenſive war, 
And ſtand the champions of fair liberty, 

Of virtue, and the temples of our God? 

Bright viet'ry calls, imperial, warlike maid, 
Mounted ſublime upon her martial ſteed, 
Prancing and foaming from the bloody charge, 
Palms in her hand, and clad in burniſh'd ftee!, 
'Midft acclamations, and tumultuous din, 
Rending thy echoing ſky, of loud huzzas; _ 
And loaded with the ſpoils of conquer'd ſtates. 
Religion too commands, celeſtial dame, 

Ten thouſand beauties cent'ring in her name; 
Eternal ſcenes of rapture and delight, 
Applauſe and honour, waiting on her ſmiles, 
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And crowns of glory ſparkling on her head,. 
She, ſhe entreats you to be wiſe and good, 
Sober, diſcreet, and temperate, and juſt ; 
To baniſh vice, to her infernal paw'r 
No more, ignobly, fetter'd and enſlav d; 
No more forbid to form the daring ſcheme, 
Or undertake the arduous enterprize, 
Whence glory, and whence honour ſhall redound, 
Peace, happineſs , and plenty, ſiſters all ; 
Reigning ſecure, thro' all BXTTAVNIA“s ifles ! 


O GRATITUDE thou firſt of graces fair, 


Illuſtrious native of th* empyrean courts, 
Where Gop reſides in majeſty unveil'd, 
And angels tune his praiſe on golden lyres, 
Warbling celeſtial harmony divine! 
Thou inbred virtue of the noble mind; 


Ever uneaſy if the debt unpaid, 

or favours, and for benefits receiv d; 

ind ſmiling with unutterable joy, 

the returns of friendſhip and of love 

Did Burraix own thee as her ſacred guide; 
ind ever act conſiſtent with thy plan, 


How amiable, and benevolent! 
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Vice ill would fly, gigantle fiend, abaſh'd, 
With all her hideous and audacious train, 


Nor more corrupt her happy, happy land! 
And can it be, O AL RIO ! can it be, 
Impoſſible; OzL1vion, O make haſte, 
And bury it in everlaſting ni oht, 

A truth that bluſhes to behold the ſun! 

Can it, O how the muſe with horror ſhrinks, 
Trembling and pale, the ſecret to divulge ! 
A ſecret, ſaid ſhe? would to heav'n it were! 
No, but a fa& conſpicuous as the day ; 

Can it be ſaid, that this tranſcendent grace, 
Which ſtamps alone the angel on the man, 
And in his nature hides ten thouſand faults ; 
Is (O diſgraceful) laugh'd at or forgot? 


That few can boaſt that darling in their breaſt, 


Of all Barr ANNIA“s highly favour'd ſons; 
Tho' none in all the world's extenſive round, 
From the remoteſt Indies to the Pole; 
Ought to be more diſtinguiſi d by her charms, 
More punctual to the duties ſhe requires? 

For Ol the muſe is loſt in depth of thought, 
So many facts and images occur, 

Big with conviction, as with horror big; 


Ten 
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Ten thouſand periods crowding on her mind, 

When he who mounts the pinions of the wind, 

And fits upon the circle of the ſcies, 

All nature open to his ſearching eye; 

Declar'd himſelf her guardian and friend, 

Zealous of all her liberties and rights, N / 
Her dignity, her ſeeptre, and her laws. 


How oft have foreign foes, with hoſtile league, 
With murderous intention plann'd their force, 
Their force by far ſuperior in the field, *_ | 
To any ſhe or her allies could form; 
If numbers can denominate it ſo ? 
Oft have they ſtorm'd her cities and her forts, 
Ranſack'd her treaſures, towns to aſhes turn'd, 
And ſtrew d her ſtreets with heaps of mangl'd ſlain, 
Oft have they too, with daring inſolence, 
Equipt their fleets, mann'd with their ſtouteſt troops, 
Confed'rate fleets, with every thunder arm'd ; 
And clear'd the azure kingdom as they flew, 
Of ev'ry foe who durſt oppoſe their courſe ; 
Made them their ſlaves ſubmiſſive to their pow'r, 
Or ſunk them with their cannon in the deep, 
Oft have they come ev'n to her ſea-girt ſhore, 

H 2 And 
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And threaten'd inſtant ruin to her eee gr” | 
Their burſting engines roaring on her ſtrand. 
But ſtill as oft th' almighty Loxp of Hos rs! 
Who whirls the bolt, tremendous, in his hand, 
That rattles loud, convulſive, thro' the air; 4 
And rolls the forky light'ning croſs the ſky ! 1 
Defeated all their projects and their ſchemes, 
And in deriſion held thoſe ſons of blood ! 


1. 
o 


Orr has he bid the low'ring ſky condenſe, 
And univerſal horror ſpread abroad ; 
While the black ſtorm, collected, rapid, loud, 
Sweeps thro' the vaulted region of the ſkies, 
And finks their ſcatter'd gallies in the deep; 
Or daſhes them upon the pointed rock, 
Skill, courage, ſtrength, exerted all in vain ! 
Or made a few of her imperial ſhips, | 
Mann'd with a choſen ſet of heroes brave, 
Silence the roaring thunder of their guns, 
And make them ftrike, ſubdu'd their hoſtile flags! | 
Oft has he bore her conqu'ring ſquadrons on, - P: 
Againſt ſuperior numbers of their foes, 
Elate with conqueſt, mad with furious zeal, 
And rais'd up mountains of their daſtard ſlain ; 


Till 
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Till victory her loudeſt trumpet blew, 

And gave the honour of the vanquiſh'd field, 
To AL RIOx great in martial deeds and toils; 
Conſpicuous more their fall and overthrow, 

And more productive of diſtinguiſh'd fame; 
Since by ſucceſs their numbers greater grew, 
Their valour and their courage were confirm d, 
And reſolution ſteel'd their breaſts the more ! 

Juſt as the God of battle ſmil'd or frown'd, 

By whom kings reign, and princes right decree}: 
BRITANNIA made her foes to lick the duſt, 

And bore the trophies from th' embattl'd field; 
Or fled before the enemy, ſubdu'd, 

Forc'd to acknowledge their ſuperior arm. 

Her fortitude ſurmounted ev'ry toil, 

And whelm'd deſtruction on the adverſe ranks, 
The adverſe ranks, unable to ſuſtain £2 
The mighty onſet ; or her courage fail'd, t 
And melted like the wax before the ſun, 

As he approv'd her righteous cauſe, and fought, 


Propitious, on her fide ; or diſapprov'd, 

And from her troops his potent aid withdrew. 
So have I ſeen two adverſe hives engage, 

(If great things may with ſmaller be compar'd,) 
High floating in the regions of the air; 
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When ſtilly calmneſs lull'd the blue expanſe: 
And if the king led not his pinion'd troops, 
Known by his hue all gloſſy in the ſun; 
The other fide, victorious, ſoon prevail'd, 
Fir'd by his royal preſence ; while a ſhow'r 
Of breathleſs-bodies ftrew the plain below. 
But if by chance the monarch bee appears, 


They ſoon, anew, aſſault their conqu'ring foes, 


And, in their tura, fend numbers to the ground, 
Till buzzing wings the triumph won proclaim. 


Orr has rebellion drawn her impious ſword, 

Monſter deteſted, bloody, and accurſt ! 

Againſt her rightful ſovereign and lord ; 
Oft has ſhe rang'd her ſquadrons on the plain, 
And laid her fields and fruitful vallies waſte, 
Laughing, ere while, in luxury of dreſs, 

The richeſt flow ry ſummer could afford, 
Or golden harveſt nodding beauties give 


Orr has dire perſecution (Dæmon fell) 
The elder born of hell's malignant brood, 
With all the furies in her raging breaſt; 
Made ev'ry lane and crowded ftreet to flow 
With tepid ftreams of purple blood and gore, 


Fixt 
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Fixt to the poſt her rev'rend men to burn, 
Amidſt the torture of the raging flames, 2 
Their ſtarting eyeballs burſting in their heads; 
Or ſtretcht them on the rack's infernal ſcrews, 
Till bloody drops diſtill'd from ev'y joint, 
And agony and torment, moſt acute, 
Grinn'd in each face, and rent their heaving lungs ! 
Ript up their matrons, (O enormous fiends) 
Their panting bowels reeking on the ground, 
Their childrens brains daſh'd ont before their eyes; 
While groans of angwiſh, horror and deſpair, 
Deepen around, and ſhock the wounded ear ; 
And deſolation univerfal fpreads ! | 
But in the midſt of this their mad career, 
He who looks down on kingdoms from on high, 


As grains of ſand, and all the ſons of men, 
As abje& emmits creeping on the ground: 
Anxious for Al 810N's liberties and rights, 


Pull'd them down headlong from their lawleſs throneg 


Rais'd up by pride, ambition, ſpite, and hell, 

And took the thirſty jav'lin from their hands, 

Plunging it deep in their infernal breaſts ; 
Relieving, thus, her iſlands on the brink 


xt Of imminent deſtruction, threat'ning long; 
. And 
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And hurling them, atrocious ſavages. 
To the abyſſes of eternal woe, | 
Where devils, fiends, and damned ſpirits wad, 
From whence they came to ſet a world on fire! 

BRxIToxs, are theſe not motives to demand, 
Loudly demand, with the moſt preſſing voice 
Of earneſt importunity, to drive, 
And baniſh vice from all BzxiTannia's iſles, 


With.ev'ry crime attendant in her train? 

Can gratitude poſſeſs the human breaſt, 
For higher favours, more tranſcendent acts 

Of guardianſhip, of favour, and of love, 
Than theſe the muſe has ſounded in your ears? 
Theſe, tho peculiar, wonderful and great, 

Are equall'd yet by others to be nam'd. 

Have you forgot imperial LIsBOx's fate, 

Once how illuſtrious flouriſhing and great? 
Wealth in her coffers pour'd its richeſt ſtore, 
Silver, and gold, and pearls, and ſilks, and ſtuffs ; 


While num'rous fleets expand their gliſt ring fails, 


Wafting the treaſures of each diſtant clime, 
Till India was exhauſted for her marts. 


All that auguſt magnificence could give, 


, 
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What elegance, and luxury of taſte, | 

Domes, palaces, and temples how ſuperb! | 
Till art and genius could affect no more: 

Was eminently hers, and hers alone. | 

But yet ſhe fell a victim to her crimes, 

Her crimes, indeed, of moſt enormous ſize ; 

In vain ſupported by her heaps of wealth, 

In vain defended by her pow'rful arm. 

Methinks I ſee all ſank in feſtive mirth, 

In ſlothful eaſe and indolence ſupine, 

(Such, Bx1TaiNn, now as reign thro? all thy iſles, 

O may they not forebode ſuch dreadful ills 0) 

The ſage, in ſacerdotal robes array d, 

The nobleman, the commoner, and deen ; 

Indulging univerſal joy and wine ; | 

Muſic, harmonious, warbling thro each ſtreet, 

From inſtruments. of ev'ry note and ſtring, 90 

Till wanton taſte and fancy wiſh'd no more. 

Methinks I ſee the ſun, imperial orb, 

Arriv'd, ſublime, at his meridian throne, 

Dart down refulgent ſplendors all around ; 

Serene the air from ev'ry ruffling breeze, 

And not a cloud his radiance to obſcure. © 

| Behold the ſea, firyck by his piercing rays ; 
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What ſparkling glories ſport amuſive there, 

To fix the dazzl'd eye, 1 in wonder loſt ! Inq 25040 
A filver pavement 1 ſmooth as youder ſky. 


Now ſee his beams play on the glit'tring ſpires, 
Or wanton lambent on the gated dome, 


Or palace, bright with gilded ornaments 
Now, ſportive, dance, reflected on the ſtream, 
The lucid ſtream, while Tagus flows along, 
Majeſtic Tagus, broad, profound, and ſlow; 
Ten thouſand gallies floating on his wave, 
Freighted with merchandize of ev'ry kind, 
Their flags and pendants gliſt ring in the ſun ; 
While groves, pomacious, grace his verdant banks, 
Lofty and fill'd with ev'ry fragrant ſcent, 
In his tranſlucent boſom ſeen anew. 
O what a ſcene! how laviſh of delight! 
How full of beauties to attract the eye, 
To ſwell with rapture ev'ry thrilling vein, 
And fix the eye in wonder's ſteady gaze! 
„ And can it be the harbinger of woe, 
1 The moſt o'erwhelwipg and diſtreſſing ills, 
1 That human nature ever felt or bore? 
It can, and is; this charming profpe& courts | 
Th' admiring view, with a ſhort gleam of joy, 
: To 
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To fill with horror, and wich grief anon: 
The ſun, prophetic; ſhines, unelouded, down, 
As if to tell the world, how.vain'the ſmiles; 
With mis'ry and deluſion how replete! 
Of fortune, riches, and profpetity, 

And all that blinded man counts dear below; 
If not attended with inherent worth; 
Such worth as virtue and'religton prize, 
And ſomething more than an external ſhow; 
Which charms indeed the tranſient eye a While, 
But, daſtard, leaves us to our wretched ſelves, 
When danger, trouble, and alarm aſſail, 
And bleak adverſity with horror glooms: 
When outward judgments from the ſkies deſcend; | 
The irritated, and offended ſkies ; * | 
Or inward tumults plague the guilty breaſt. 
So when launch'd out into the deep profound, 
A ſolemn ſtillneſs holds the ſtagnate air, 


Danger and ruin ſeeming far remote; 


And not a breeze is ſeen to play along, 
Before the ſquall, or rapid whirlwind, come, 
Frantic, reſiſtleſs, from the boiſt'rous north, 
In ſweeping eddies o'er the ſwelling waves : 
While rattling thunders play their engines loud, 
+, a And 
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And ſtreamy lightning flaſhes thro the ſky; 
The ſplinter d maſts in ſcatter'd fragments float, 
And ſhatter'd bottoms founder, bulge and ſink ; 


Groans, ſhrieks, and piercing cries in concert join'd, 


A ſhocking concert, pregnant with deſpair ! 


Have you forgot that kind paternal hand, 
Which ſtopt the progreſs of the ruſhing woe? 
That word, that mandate of divine import, 
Which nothing can, or cancel, or gainſay ; 
That bade the earth's foundations ſtand unmov'd, 
Nor ſhake a corner of Bx1TaxN1a's ifles ? 
Was it her merit, or her high deſerts, 

By virtue and religion aſcertain'd ; 

' 'That thus induc'd the ſov'reign of the ſkies 

To ftand her firm protector and her friend ? 
No, it was goodneſs! goodneſs without bounds] 
Amazing goodneſs ! goodneſs all divine 


Axp look you on it as a trivial thing, 
A thing of no importance or avail ? 
Blinded indiff'rence ! worſe than crimes themſelves, 
Had you been preſent at that fatal hour; | 
Had you beheld the lofty ſtructures fall, 
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Spires, pond'rous gavels, cupolas, and roofs, 
In one promiſcuous heap of rubbiſh loſt; 
Scores upon ſcores of gaſping wretches cruſh'd, 
Grinning in all the poignancy of pain; 
Skulls, arms, and legs, a mangl'd, ſhocking ſight ! 
Beneath the load of walls, in mountains laid; 
The gaſping mother, with the ſucking child, 
The gueſt, the wife, the husband and the friend, 
Rich, ruſtic, noble, poor, and high, and low, 
Helpleſs, all helpleſs! all, alas, conſign'd 
To one moſt dreadful, and tremendous fate 
Crowds, num'rous crowds, diſtraction in their looks, 
In ev'ry feature pictur'd keen deſpair, 
Anguiſh, aſtoniſhment, remorſe and guilt, 
Running thro? ev'ry ſtreet, and ev'ry lane, 
With hopes to find a refuge or retreat, 
A ſculking hole to hide in, but in vain ! 
Had you ſeen theſe accumulated woes, 
Where all deſcription, and where language fails! 
This aggregate of horrors beyond thought ! 
What ſentiments would then inſpire your breaſt? 
What images terrific to the mind ? 
And theſe, believe her, that the muſe has ſung, 
Altho' ſo formidable to the eye, 


-[ 70 f 
And big with ſcenes of terror and amaze 375 
Are trifles, ſcarcely once to be compar'd, 
As to the ſun a ſpark ſtruck from a flint; 
With what that awful period did preſent. 
For who in proper numbers can deſeribe 
Th' almighty ſov'reign of che univerſe, 
Sternly array 'd in all the awful pomp 
Of terror, and tremendous wrath divine; 
Vengeance and judgment following as his train! 
Shaking the hills and mountains from below, 
And with his ſtamp convulſing nature's frame, 
Making the earth's foundations inly quake ? 
Where can ſuch energy of words be found, 


Such adequate expreſſions, as to paint 

The guilt, ſurpriſe, conviction, and remorſe, 
The diſmal proſpects, and diſtracting thoughts, 
Heart panging anguiſh, and tumultuous ſhrieks, 
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Of cities tumbling down in vivid flames, 

Ten thouſands groaning underneath their cruſh, 
Hopeleſs and friendleſs, deaf the pitying ſkies ! 
And danger, death, and horror all around ? 
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Tus muſe, BRITAN NIA, has prolong'd her ſong, v 


Perhaps, been too diffuſive, and verboſe, F 
3 
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A fault to be excus'd, ſince thou the theme; 
On theſe diſaſt'rous and afflicting woes. 
And ſhall the all the inferences draw, 
The ſage reflections and the juſt remarks, 
Which might be drawn to thy intrinkic gain d. 
No; theſe will ey ry candid breaſt inſorm, 
Emancipate from prepoſſeſſion's chains; 
And not inſlav d to vice and joys impure. 
Theſe, worthy Bz1ToNs, will your fouls inflame, 

5 With gratitude to him who form'd the world,. 
And AL RIO with a ſmile of mercy view'd, 
When Lisbon felt the terrors of his frown, | 
And groan'd beneath the ſroke of his almighty hand? 
One ſays, perhaps, that theſe dire ills have ceas d, 
No more diffuſe alarm and ruin round? + 
Moſt true ; but ſoon, alas! how ſoon may he, 
Who firſt ſach laws on nature's: frame inſcrib'd, 
Such principles and properties moſt wiſe ; | 


As now and then, conſiſtent with his plan, 
Should have for conſtant ſuch and ſuch effects: 
Stamp with his foat, or nod his awful brow, 

And ſend the earthquake's dreadful plagues abroad; 
Wrapt up horrifie-in a cloud of ſmoke, 


Forth iſſuing from their jaws enormous gape, 


Ex- 


CT] 

Expanded wide to ſwallow and devour, 
And bury in their darkſom womb profound, 
Towns, cities, empires, nay whole continents, 
And thine, and thine, O ALB1on ! with the reſt? 
Nay more than theſe, as dreadful and ſevere; 
Bz1ToNs, if vice ſhall ſtill predominate, 
Still more and more inthrall you to her charms, 
Her charms, more fatal than the ſyren's voice: 
Famine, with hagard looks, and hollow eyes, 
Lurid and ghaſtly, may, by heav'n's command, 
One of its vengeful miniſters of wrath, 

Blow forth her arid pois'nous breath aronnd, 
| With'ring the verdant glory of the vale, 

Where once the ſwain, with raptar'd eyes, beheld 
His lowing herd, or bleating lambkins browze; 
Chanting a ſong made on his darling nymph, 
Or playing ſoftly an the mellow reed! 
Famine may come, and with her keys faſt lock 
The chryſtal ciſterns of the ſktes, from whence 
No kind reireſhing ſhowers ſhall deſcend, 

No trickling dew, on lucid pinions born; 

To moiſten and to ſaturate the earth ; 

The earth, now parch'd and dry'd in ev'ry pore, 


No genial juices, no enliv'ning ſalts, 
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Quick circulating thro? her parent veins! 


| Pale peſtilence, tremendous deity ! 


Another of thy meſſengers of death ; 

O who would forfeit thy protecting care! 
Who rouſe th' almighty thunderer to arms!) 
May mount the wing, terrific, of the wind, 
And in her flight o'er AL RIOx's fated iſles, 
Scatter contagious miſchief all around, 


Deſtructive plague, and baneful influence; 


Waile ev'ry ſtreet is ſtrow'd with breathleſs corps 


with lothſom ſmells polluting all the air, 

: and nought but coffins, ſhrouds and graves are ſeen, 
1 And frightful images of wild deſpair ! 

; The parent ſhrieking for the child no more, 

8 The child in tears the tender parent gone! 

bY husband ſmote with grief, intenſely keen, 

Jo ſee the partner of his life expire; 

me wife, diſtracted, tearing up her hair, 

Ir bord, her husband, firetch'd a ſtiff cold trunk! 
Ie gueſt, the friend, pale lumps of mould'ring clay, 
b all crying out for aid, with {training tongues, 

I (0 melting energy) but all in vain! 

Jl wiſhing to aſſiſt, but helpleſs all! 


| Their boſoms warm'd with gratitude no more, 
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No more with ſentiments of tenderneſs, 


Affection, duty, friendſhip, or of love! 


Bur yet, apart from theſe diſaſt'rous ills, 
Ilis of another kind as great impend ; 
See war in armour ſtain'd with purple gore, 
Stride with gigantic ſteps acroſs the field, 
The field all glitt'ring with the harneſs'd troops 
While at his fide the burſting cannons roar, 
And in his hand the keen edg'd faulchion darts 
A formidable blaze; and firſt of all, 
She threatens BIT AIx's ſea-inviron'd iſles. 
The haughty Gaul has now, (diſgraceful tale) 
Taſted the ſweets of victory and ſpoils, 
And triumph'd (O opprobrious) o'er our fleets, 
Our potent fleets once maſters of the ſea ! 
Storm'd and ranſack'd the bulwarks of our trade, 
The mighty barriers of our Indian wealth, 
And ſafe retreats from the deſtructive ſtorm, 
And all the dangers of th' Atlantic ſurge! 
But will theſe, think you, ſatisfy his luſt, 
And ſtop the progreſs of th" ambitious zeal, 
And helliſh greed of empire and of wealth, 


That burn, impatient, in his lawleſs breaſt? 
: No; 
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No; theſe but rouſe and ſtimulate him on 
To rapine, blood-ſhed, bribery, and ſpoils, 
Foment his ſuperſtitious rage the more, 

His curſt enthuſiaſm, and his pride; 

And drive him on, precipitate and blind, 
To tyranny, and univerſal ſway, 

Ever his conſtant and unwearied aim, 

But ever fruitleſs; ſo may heav'n decree ! 

So the huge lion ſcours th* trembling plain, 
Frantic and fierce by hunger's gnawing bite; 
And if by chance he tears a prey too ſmall 
To ſatisfy his ſtomach's raging wants, 

He's ftill more wild and furious than before, 


And roars outrageous for a larger meal, 


To gorge his maw, and ſtain his jaws with gore. 


Then, Bx1Toxs, dare to face his ſterneſt rage, 
And diſappoint his famiſh'd appetite ; 
And force him back again, ſhort of his hopes, 
Short of his ſateleſs greed · expected prey. 
Let him indulge his barb'rous thirſt at home 
Of human blood, and pall (if poſlible) 
His keen defire for ſpoils and carnage there. 
But not in Bx1TAiN, happy, happy place! 
Let him command, with indiſputcd ſway, 
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A venal crowd of abject, cringing ſlaves, 
Not men, (for liberty alone makes men) 
And there, till cruelty itſelf be pleas'd, 
And tyranny and caprice fatisfy'd ; 
Let his accurſt ambition domineer. 
But not in ALB10N, that diſtinguiſh'd place! 
Diſtinguiſh'd once, but now inglorious grown, 
Fall'n from the higheſt pinacle of fame, 
Where once ſhe ſhone in dazzling luſtre bright, 
As yonder ſun in zenith ſplendors clad, 
When he at noon ſurveys the wond'ring earth; 
Sublimely rais'd above the mightieſt ſtates, 
The object, darling object of applauſe, 5 
And univerſal approbation fill ! 
So ſhines the comet, blazing for a while, 
Dragging his flaming glories croſs the ſky, 
Each ſmaller ſtar extinguiſh'd in his rays, 
And ftruck the aw'd attention with ſurpriſe. 
But ſoon his radiant viſage glows no more, 
He ſweeps along, refulgent in his courſe, 
A deſtin'd time, then ſets in night profound. 
He ſets a while, ſoon to return again, 


Thro' other worlds his rapid race perform'd, 
And meaſur' d half the circle of the ſkies, 
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So may her fame, ah, now ſo much obſcur'd ! | 


In glory more tranſcendently improv'd, 
Come forth the wonder of ten thouſand worlds ! 


Tuus has the muſe, unknown to fame before, 
Who ne'er eſſay'd above the ſhepherd's reed, 


The painted meadow, or the purling brook ; 


Till now, when glory bade her prune her wing, 
Her infant wing, to try exalted heighths ; 

For Barrain rais'd her bold advent'rous ſong, 
With ardent zeal aſſerting all her rights, x 
Thus has ſhe trove, with motives truly great, 
And arguments ev'n of the laſt import; 7 
To raiſe our grov'ling wiſhes from the ground, 
On ſordid and ignoble objects plac'd, 

To ſoar on high, exalted, and ſublime, 

Above the ſtupid multitude below, 

To emulate examples great and good; 

That military, and heroic worth, 

That glorious high-born dignity of ſoul, 

Once AL BIox's chiefeſt monument of praiſe ; 
Which high exalted her illuſtrious name, 

Above the kings and princes of the earth ; 


And bravely ſpurn'd baſe ſlay ry's abje& chains; | 


Which, 
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Which, with ſuperior greatneſs and diſdain, 


Scorn'd ev'ry narrow, ſelfiſh ſentiment, * 
And all the vile and proſtituted arts An 
Of curſt corruption, and venality ! Tec 
But now forgot in this licentious age, 8 
This age devoted, young, old, high, and low, 5 : 
Of ev'ry ſex, to luxury, and vice; 1 
Its preſent ſhame, indeliable ſhame, Hi 
As well as future ruin, moſt complete, Pre 
If not prevented by a ſpeedy change, Hi 
And hearty too, determin'd and fincere ; An 
A gen'ral habitude of piety, Hi 
And manners ever ſway'd by temperance. As 
And could ſhe lye inglorious in the ſhade, +. "IU 

An 


Stretch'd all along upon the verdant graſs; 
Charm'd, liſt ning to the zephyr's whiſp'ring notes, 
Or brook in murm'ring accents gliding by: 
Could ſhe, with unambitious ecſtaſy, 
Drink in the thrilling muſic of the grove, 
While thruſhes, nightingales, and blackbirds ſing; 
When BRITAIN, Liberty and Virtue call'd, 
No more to flutter with inferior Wing, 
In grov'ling flights, above the flow'ry lawn, 
The mantling arbour, or the limpid ſtream, 
But 
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But keen, and eager, to aſcend on high, 
And dare a more ſublime and ample ſoar, 
To emulate the lark's aerial flight ? 
O nap the tow'ring genius of a Youne, 
A matchleſs YouxG, inſpir'd her glowing breaſt! 
His rap'trous flights, his energy of thought, 
His rapid eloquence, and judgment clear, 
Profound as clear, and as profound, correct! 
His boundleſs fancy's wide extenſive view, 
And perfect knowledge of the human ſoul ; 
His penetration and decernment keen, 
As is the ſoaring eagle's piercing eye; 
The pomp and grandeur of his manly lays, 


And all his warm devotion's fervert fires ! 
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